
“For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that 
the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh,”

2 Corinthians 4:11

I just got back from the Ministerial Synod, that annual gathering of ministers 
from around the Sheffield District where we make earth-shattering decisions 
about probationers, ordinands, and those wishing to “sit down,” the quaint             
Methodist way of saying “retire.”  There is always a service of renewal where we 
ministers reaffirm our calling and commitment to serving the Kingdom of God.

It is, as meetings go, a humbling meeting, and today’s was no exception.  To 
hear ministers who have given more years to Christ’s service than I have been 
alive asking permission to finally have a rest fills me with more than a little             
trepidation (will I make it that long?) and always holds a challenge.  Today, one of 
the ministers asking to “sit down” was Gordon Webb from the Chesterfield              
Circuit.  He began his request by talking about his deepest regrets whilst he had 
been a minister: (1) that he had spent more time managing the church than  
building the Kingdom, and (2) that his great hope that the church would bring 
about the salvation of the world in his lifetime had not come to pass.  But the 
most humbling moment was when he told us what his greatest joy had been in 
his ministry:  to be paid to be a disciple.  Wow.  In light of The Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations, it was a timely reminder that, first and foremost, ministers 
are disciples.

Rev. Webb’s words stuck with me during the renewal service as our District 
Chair Vernon Marsh preached on the scripture passage above.  He told all of us, 
in that gentle but firm way of his, that we’re not super heroes.  We can’t do it all. 
We don’t have all the gifts to do the job; no one does.  That’s why there’s a 
“priesthood of all believers” – all of us, together, form the Body of Christ, because 
it takes all of us to have all the gifts to ensure that Christ’s work is done.  There’s 
also not enough time in a day to do all that could be done.  This isn’t about time 
management, but about a nagging sense of that if we didn’t have to eat and 
sleep, we’d have time to both manage the church and build the Kingdom.

“But we have this treasure in clay jars . . .” Paul writes in verse 7.  We are 
fragile human beings whom God uses to make manifest his power. Yet ministers 
burn out, get ill (or for most of them, loose their fire and linger in the cold ashes of 
their original zeal), and are overwhelmed by feelings of guilt and inadequacy                           
precisely because we’re not super heroes.  First and foremost, ministers are             
normal humans, but if we can’t spend time with our families or have no friends 
outside the church, how can we model what it means to live out faith in today’s 
world?  Secondly, ministers are disciples, but if we’re not nurturing ourselves, 
how can we expect to nourish others? 2



As I said, timely questions as I come back to my first “normal” week of work 
after the end of my sick note (Holy Week was my first week back, then had some 
time off after Easter.).  I’ve been relieved of much of my administrative load at 
Bents Green, but that doesn’t mean I won’t be around sometimes to have a              
coffee and a chat.  I’ll be able to devote more time to ministry on Ecclesall Road, 
of which Endcliffe is part, but not all, of what I’ll be doing.  But first and foremost, 
I’m going to take better care of myself.  The clay jar called “Rachel” where God’s 
treasure has been placed is very fragile indeed.  I’m kind of a cracked pot now 
(pun intended) and I need to be strengthened, physically and spiritually, if I’m           
going to see the church bring about the salvation of the world in my lifetime.

So, if you wonder why I’m wandering down Ecclesall Road one day when I 
probably should be visiting someone, here’s your reason.  I’m working.  If you 
see me in the library reading spiritual classics, I’m working.  If I’ve got my feet up 
watching “Saturday Kitchen,” I’m working (on learning how to cook, and learning 
how to relieve stress by chopping vegetables safely).  I’m working on me, the one 
person whom I’ve neglected above all others in my 6 years here.

When I was at uni, a friend dubbed me “Wonder Rachel” because of my 
boundless energy.  I’m not that person anymore (any ideas for a new                     
nickname?), which both saddens me but also makes me quite thankful.  I hope 
that, in the meantime, you’ll continue to help me do all the things that the Body of 
Christ needs to do to make sure that Christ’s work continues.  Keep yourself and 
your own discipleship strong, because you are human and you are a disciple of 
Jesus Christ, first and foremost.  Please, volunteer your gifts as and when you 
can.  And finally, thank you for your patience, your support, and your prayers as I 
come to terms with being a human disciple, and being a minister of the Gospel in 
this day and age.

Rachel

*******************************************************************************************************************

Thank yous...

Thanks to “Wonder Rachel” for being so honest and open about her present condition.
Thanks to Robert, Rachel and everyone else who was involved in the combined Easter           
Celebrations over the last month. (See pages 4 and 5.)
Thanks to the Leadership of the three Churches who agreed to work together.

June “Briefing”
The June edition of “Briefing” will be published on 
Sunday 31st May. All contributions should be handed 
to Glynis Smith or John Bailey by 24th May.
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Worship during May…

Sunday 3rd 10-30 a.m. Mr David Green

Sunday 10th 10-30 a.m. Mrs Lesley Wallace - All Age Worship

Sunday 17th 10-30 a.m. Rev Rachel Downs-Lewis  - Holy Communion

Sunday 24th 10-30 a.m. Rev Robert Lewis

Sunday 31st 10-30 a.m. Rev Rachel Downs-Lewis  - Holy Communion

Flower Rota for May…

Sunday 3rd Liz Jenkinson
Sunday 10th Jean Callin
Sunday 17th Joan Lee
Sunday 24th Stella Jefferies

Thanks to all who provide and arrange our
flowers .

Friendship Club Meetings during May…

Our Friendship Club for retired people meets each Tuesday Afternoon at 2-15 p.m. in the 
Lower Hall. The aims of the Club are “to get to know each other better; to enjoy an afternoon 
listening to talks on a variety of topic, listening to music or being transported to different places 
by a slide show.” There is no subscription but each member pays £1 per session to help defray 
expenses. The programme for May is as follows:

May 5th Mr L. Leader - “Another Mystery Box”
May 12th Mrs Hilary Sills - “Ecuador and Galapagos”
May 19th Mrs Joan Newton - “Love grows in Amusing Ways”
May 26th No meeting

Annual General Church Meeting…

Our Annual General Church Meeting will be held after the morning service on Sunday 17th 
May.
We shall meet in the Lower Hall and lunch will be provided.
At the meeting we shall consider the Annual Report for the year 1st September 2007 to 31st 
August 2008 - the Annual Report should be available from 2nd May onwards. We shall also 
deal with the appointment of Church Stewards and representatives to the Church Council, as 
well as a conversation on the ministry and witness of the church.
This meeting is open to everyone so please make every effort to attend.
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Easter Celebrations…

This year it was decided that Endcliffe, Banner Cross and Bents Green Methodist Churches 
would work together and jointly organise a number of Easter services and events.

On Maundy Thursday an evening Communion Service for the three churches was held at  
Banner Cross. This was a well attended service conducted by both Robert and Rachel. At the 
end of the service the church was stripped, communion table cleared completely, bible and 
other artefacts removed, Robert and Rachel’s colourful preaching scarves taken off, to              
represent the bleakness of the day to come. The congregation then left in silence.

Good Friday dawned a dull day with some drizzle, but fortunately heavy rain held off during the 
morning. At 9-00 a.m. a group of over 30, again from all three churches, met at Bents Green 
for the start of the Good Friday Cross Walk. After a short act of worship, and some practical 
instructions, the pilgrimage set off walking down Knowle Lane and Ecclesall Road to Banner 
Cross. At the head was a cross fashioned out of part of the Christmas Tree previously used at 
Banner Cross. The pilgrimage stopped at various points when people read various scripture 
passages.

Walking down Knowle Lane.  Gathered outside Banner Cross.

Toni Hill has written the following reflection on the walk:

It was almost ten years ago when my mother fulfilled her promise to me for us to see the            
Passion Play in Oberammergau. In the year 2000, September 24th, on a Sunday, we travelled 
with Wallace Arnold who organised everything.
I have still kept an article about my visit to the Passion Play Year 2000 which is in the preface 
of my souvenir book – The Passion Play 2000, which my mother bought me whilst in              
Oberammergau.
I have still kept a souvenir picture of the two donkeys, Jacob and Frieda that were used in the 
Palm Procession, which was part of the play.
Here in Sheffield, this Easter, the Walk of the Cross made a great impact on me. It was very 
well planned out by Rachael and Robert Lewis.
I caught the 82 bus up to Bents Green Church. I met other people who assembled to take part 
in the walk. As the Walk of the Cross started it was the start of our pilgrimage that day but the 
continuation of my journey through Christ. As we walked together it was very moving and  
emotional.
Carrying the cross, as Paula, one of the people I met, said, can be very lonely at the front. But 
also, it was an honour and a privilege to carry the cross with Jesus as you shared his pain, 
knowing his resurrection would come out of it.
I enjoyed taking part in the whole of the Walk of the Cross from Bents Green via Banner Cross 
to Endcliffe, and meeting other people from the Ecclesall Circuit churches.
The Passion Play in Oberammergau and the Walk of the Cross are both part of Easter             
celebrations. For me, a pilgrimage is a journey of faith, through Christ that serves a purpose in 
our lives. There is always a reason for doing things that you firmly believe in. Having faith in 
Jesus Christ gives opportunities, conquers obstacles that hold us back, fulfils dreams and 
makes life meaningful. 5



On arrival at Banner Cross we were met with a very welcome hot drink and hot cross buns! We 
were joined by more pilgrims and after refreshments a short service was held in the church. (It 
had been planned to hold this service outside but just at the appointed time the drizzle turned 
into a short rain shower.) After the service the enlarged group carried out the most complicated 
manoeuvre on the walk, crossing Ecclesall Road, before starting the trek down to Endcliffe. 
Again we stopped en-route to hear scripture read, with specific stops outside St Williams and 
Trinity URC where services were in progress inside.

Reassembled after crossing Ecclesall Road. Arrival at Endcliffe.

The final scripture reading of the pilgrimage was read on the front steps on arrival at Endcliffe. 
Then, after a short time of quiet reflection, the final act of worship was held. This was followed 
by a well attended lunch in the Lower Hall.

Glynis Smith has written the following reflection on the walk:

As we carried the cross and walked down from Bents Green, via Banner Cross to Endcliffe 
stopping to read relevant Scriptures, I decided to try and watch for people’s reactions.
It was interesting.
For the people on the walk, some were very quiet, some seemed confident, some seemed at 
times embarrassed, some sang confidently, some chatted quietly and at times, some were 
moved to tears.
What of the pedestrians and people in passing traffic? Some looked on with interest, some with 
a wry smile, some tried to avoid eye contact. Some seemed puzzled and wondered what it was 
all about. Some stepped aside to let us pass easily, others seemed a little frustrated by our 
presence. Some asked about what we were doing and where we were from. Some said a  
nervous “Good morning” and some wished us a Happy Easter. Some knew us and greeted us 
encouragingly. Some knew us and seemed a little surprised that we were there. Some people 
in passing cars peeped horns in encouragement. One driver passed by blowing his horn loudly 
and the passengers laughed and jeered, shaking their fists in ridicule.
Each reaction made me think of the first Good Friday when the cross was carried “for real”.

Good Friday concluded with a “Tenebrae” service at Bents Green. This was a moving service 
with the increasing darkness reflecting the true meaning of the day.

Easter Morning started with a combined Communion 
Service at Banner Cross, followed by breakfast. Our 
Easter Morning Communion Service started out in the 
garden with a representation of the empty tomb. We 
then processed into Church where we sang the great 
Easter hymns, decorated the empty cross with flowers 
and celebrated communion together.
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Messy Church…

The theme of this months Messy Church on Saturday 30th May  is the Environment.  We are 
planning to base all of the  craft activities around making things out of peoples old  junk.  So 
please could you collect for us any of the         
following and deliver it to church by Friday 29th 
May, 

kitchen roll tubes, small/medium size card 
boxes, glass jars, scrap material - unwanted 
clothes, foil containers, foil sweet papers, large 
buttons, yogurt pots etc. etc. 
We need lots of this stuff so start collecting 
today  please!

Messy Church is going from strength to 
strength with  numbers increasing every 
month.  The Lower Hall is getting 
quite full on a Saturday morning!  Thank you to all those  who have supported Messy Church 
over the last year we  couldn’t run this venture without your help, whether it's help with the craft 
activities or refreshments or with the tidying up at the end, we need each and every one of you. 
Thank you. 

Carolyn

Christian Aid…

Christian Aid week is from 10th to 16th May this year.
If anyone is prepared to do a house to house collection, it would be very much appreciated. 
Please talk to Chris Rogers.
As part of Christian Aid week we will be organising our own “Quizaid”. Your personal invitation 
is below. Please come along and demonstrate your knowledge 

To get you in the right frame of mind try the Quizaid Teaser questions on the next page.

Messy ChurchMessy ChurchMessy Church
Fun & FaithFun & Faith
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The Christian Aid May Day Trek is on MONDAY 4th MAY.
The walks are either 5, 10 or 15 mile routes and this year are in the Stocksbridge area. Entry 
forms are available in the Church Lounge and more details are available from  Chris Rogers.

A new hymn to written shortly after the recent Italian earthquake..

                        The quaking earth is calm 
while dust hangs in the air; 
and nothing good can come of this 
yet still our God is there. 

The cross is empty now, 
but here God hung and died, 
he felt forsaken, broken, lost, 
that love had been denied. 

The human pain he felt 
means God can know our loss; 
while grief and agony remain, 
love shines beyond the cross. 

And in our present loss, 
this tragedy and pain, 
God lives, God loves but suffers still; 
and loving, will remain.

© Andrew Pratt 8/4/2009 (andrewpratt@btconnect.com ) 
Tune: REDEMPTOR (H&P 675)

What in the world is happening?..

The Methodist Church in Britain has mission partners in many countries across the world. Their 
work is varied, including education, agriculture and medicine, as well as pastoral and                        
theological responsibilities. You can discover what they are doing from their newsletters on the 
Methodist Church website (www.methodist.org.uk)
For example:
In Zambia, Colin Johnson describes how the credit crunch is affecting the country.
In The Gambia, Ruth Wilson is setting down to her new life and work. After one lesson she 
found a note: “Today we are happy, it is computer class. May God bless you Miss Wilson for 
your kindness”.
In Belize, Maggie Patchett shares the events of a hectic week. You can also keep up to date 
with Maggie’s work on her blog.

Forthcoming events locally…

An evening of Comedy & Christian Witness with Cannon and Ball on Saturday 16th May at 
Emmanuel Church, Barnsley. 
Cannon & Ball are coming to Barnsley. This legendary comedy double act has been packing 
theatres for over 42 years and still continues to sell out many venues across the UK. They are 
still described as one of Britain’s funniest comedy pair.

Tommy Cannon and Bobby Ball are both devout Christians and give 4 months of their year to 
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their Gospel Tour, packing venues with their unique comedy act and sharing the Gospel of   
Jesus Christ.
Tickets cost £10.00 each. And are available from Tony Gill on 01226 321511 or Jayne Wragg 
on 01226 321522.
It’s a great way to:

· Invite family and friends to a great night out and hear the Gospel in a most
enjoyable and unique way.
· Hear personal testimony from two famous people about how Jesus
changed their lives for the better.
· Go along to meet the duo and have a laugh yourself.

The John Wade Singers celebrate the 25th Anniversary of their foundation by performing 
“Nabucco” on May 8th and 9th at 7-30 p.m. at Millhouses Methodist Church. Tickets are £7-50 
each and include programme and refreshments. Contacts for ticket sales are Jenny Parker on  
236 0798 or Helen Hancock on  235 1433.

Karibu - an evening celebrating the music of the different African communities in Sharrow will 
be taking place on Friday 22nd May at Highfield Trinity Church from 7pm-9pm. For more              
details contact Sam Faulds ( Youth and Student Work Volunteer South Yorkshire, Christian 
Aid) on 07867533981. 

Festal Mass - To celebrate the bicentenary of the death of Haydn, the Dioceses of Sheffield 
and Hallam are holding a Festal Mass on Sunday 17th May at St William of York RC Church, 
Ecclesall Road, Sheffield at 18.30. The St Nicholas Mass will be sung by the Sheffield Anglican 
Cathedral Choir, accompanied by musicians from the Sheffield Music Academy.  The               
President will be the Rt Rev John Rawsthorne, Bishop of Hallam and the Preacher will be Rev 
Canon  Nick Jowett. 

Ian White in Concert - Christian Singer / Songwriter / Guitarist.
Tues 5 May 7pm at St Peter's Church, Oldgate Lane Thrybergh, Rotherham, S65 4JL Tickets 
now on sale from 01709 850152 £8 (£5 concessions). Accompanied children under 12 free (or 
on the door if seats still available).  Ian White has sung all over the world, produced more than 
20 albums, and has combined sales from his Scottish based record label, Little Misty Music, of 
around a quarter of a million units.
Ian’s ministry seems to be accepted across a wide spectrum of worship styles. Ian’s audience 
is very family based. With three children’s’ albums Ian always includes a children’s section in 
his concerts.
Ian has set many of the Psalms to music with a modern feel but still managing to capture the 
essence of the Psalm.

If any of these events are “your scene” please try to support them and why not write a review 
that we can include in a future edition of “Briefing”.
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Sheffield Methodist District - District Newsletter…

Each quarter the Sheffield Methodist District produces a newsletter and copies are made and 
put in the racks in the Church Lounge for anyone to take. The Spring 2009 edition contains the 
following article:

Focus on… the District Mission and Development Enabler.

As I complete my first six months working as Mission and Development Enabler for the District 
it seems a good time to take stock and reflect on what a monumental point Methodism has 
reached. I was recently privileged to attend a conference called “Holiness and Risk” where the 
Connexion came together to discuss the way forward for Methodism, At a time when official 
statistics report falling numbers in church attendance we were encouraged by stories of             
communities being transformed by innovative Christian presence and witness.

This positive message certainly mirrors the excitement I have experienced when visiting      
Circuits across the District. Whether it is models for ecumenical working in schools or plans for 
eco-friendly retreat centres, the District is buzzing with new ideas and fresh ways of sharing 
the age-old message of good news. Traditional church services have become re-vitalised as 
people step forward to realise their potential and these co-exist in harmony with alternative          
approaches t worship which take a more unstructured approach. But across the board we 
seem to be engaging with the Archbishop’s plea for a mixed economy of church where old and 
new forms can flourish in parallel, each supporting and challenging the other.

We have recognised the changing culture in which we live with its 24/7 living: diverse family 
groupings and the heightened importance of networks and relationships to daily life. We have 
also begun to let go of some of the non-essential elements of our Christian walk and have             
accepted that our buildings should be there to enhance our commitment to the community and 
not to straight-jacket us financially. Structures are becoming more manageable with sections 
within Circuits, for example, coming together under one church council. Ways are being found 
to lighten the bureaucratic load which lays so heavily for some at the moment and as this            
happens more widely people will be liberated to discover their calling; indeed the “Extending 
Discipleship Exploration Vocation” course is intended to facilitate this process.

I would encourage us all as we move into the next phase of Methodism’s life and examine the 
proposals being brought to us by the “Mapping a Way Forward Group” that we do so with    
courage and daring because, as was highlighted at our conference, holiness is risk. It is our              
heritage, part of our DNA to morph and change with the times, continuing to challenge                  
accepting norms remaining relevant to all and for all God’s people.

Rachel MacCullum.
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“We perish if we cease from prayer, O grant us power to pray!
                    And when  to meet thee we prepare, Lord meet us by the way”    (H&P550)
Fri 1st We pray for David Green who will lead our Sunday Morning worship.
Sat 2nd Let us continue to pray for those who are suffering during this time of economic recession.

Sun 3rd “This is the message which you have heard from the beginning that we should love one 
another”            (1 John Ch3 v11)

Mon 4th Remember members of our church family in any kind of need - for comfort and healing and 
hope in their troubles.

Tues 5th We pray for the Friendship Club that it may attract new members.
Wed 6th Give thanks for the work of MRDF (Methodist Relief and Development Fund)  - it funds work in 

remote rural communities in Zambia.
Thurs 7th We pray for Lesley Wallace as she prepares for All Age worship on Sunday.
Fri 8th Pray for local and national government, for wisdom, vision and integrity for all in authority.
Sat 9th Pray for Bishop Steven beginning his ministry as Bishop of Sheffield.

Sun 10th Beginning of Christian Aid Week. Paul said “Remember the words of Lord Jesus, how 
he said ‘It is more blessed to give than receive.’”

Mon 11th We pray for Christian Aid and similar organisations who provide aid in areas of human need.
Tues 12th Pray for the church of Bangladesh, facing violence, yet working to bring help and hope to those 

whose daily lives are a struggle.
Wed 13th Remember young people taking exams this month and in June and making decisions that will 

affect their future.
Thurs 14th Let us pray for Rachel as she prepares for Sunday Morning Holy Communion.
Fri 15th Remember “Quizaid” at Endcliffe this evening - a way of raising money for Christian Aid.
Sat 16th Somali Pirates! Remember the thousands of Somalians who are having to leave their homes 

and take shelter in refugee camps.

Sun 17th “Who thy mysterious supper share, here at they table fed,
  Many, and yet but one we are, one undivided bread”               (H & P 609)

Mon 18th Pray for Mission and Development in our Circuit and the District Mission and Development 
Enabler Rachel McCallam.

Tues 19th Let us continue to pray for God’s guidance as we seek the way forward for our Circuit.
Wed 20th Pray for the Circuit Leadership Team as it meets tonight.
Thurs  21st Ascension Day: “Our great High Priest hath gone before, now on his church his grace to pour,

       And still his love he giveth.”                                 (H & P 210)
Fri 22nd We pray for Robert as he prepares for worship on Sunday.
Sat 23rd Pray for wisdom and integrity for those with national responsibilities for the education and well-

being of our children.

Sun 24th Aldersgate Sunday and Wesley Conversion Day. 
“Thy sovereign grace to all extends, Immersed and unconfined,
 From age to age it never ends, It reaches all mankind.”        (H & P 46)

Mon 25th Let us give thanks for the spread of Methodism to countries throughout the world.
Tues 26th We pray for Christians who must gather only in small numbers and who go in fear of their lives 

from those in authority.
Wed 27th Give thanks for the work of the Protestant Churches improving the lives of people living in 

Benin -  one of the poorest countries in Africa.
Thurs 28th We pray for Rachel as she prepares for our service of Holy Communion on Sunday.
Fri 29th We give thanks for “Messy Church” and pray God’s blessing on all who take part.
Sat 30th Pray God’s blessing on the special weekend at Cliff College.

Sun 31st Pentecost -Whit Sunday
“Send us the sprit of thy son
 To make the depths of Godhead known,
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